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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
Year  Ending  51st  December  1920. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  for 
the  year  1920. 

In  common  with  very  many  other  districts,  very  little 
sanitary  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year.  It  has  been 
a  period  of  “  marking  time,”  waiting  for  favourable  conditions 
to  return.  As  I  have  pointed  out  on  several  occasions,  there 
are  many  matters  w7hich  call  for  your  attention,  some  of  them 
really  urgent,  and  none  of  them  new.  The  difficulties  in 
obtaining  labour  and  materials  have  prevented  our  pressing 
the  urgency  of  these  matters  unduly,  but  I  trust  the  obstacles 
will  soon  be  removed,  and  these  sanitary  blots  in  your  district 
be  wiped  out. 

POPULATION. 

Area  of  the  District  is  5,579  acres. 

The  population  at  the  time  of  1911  census  was  1806.  For 
the  purposes  of  this  report  the  Registrar  General  has  once 
more  provided  me  with  an  estimate  of  the  present  population 
of  your  district,  which,  as  you  are  aware,  will  be  finally 
corrected  by  the  census  of  1921.  The  population  is  estimated 
as  2,236  and  this  is  used  for  the  calculation  of  both  the  Birth  and 
Death  rates,  the  Registrar  General  stating  that  the  distribution 
of  the  population  has  once  more  become  normal.  Most,  if  not 
all,  of  the  male  inhabitants  have  now  returned  to  their  homes. 
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Agriculture  is  still  the  principal  industry  of  your  district, 
but  nearl}  two  thirds  of  the  male  population  work,  in  one 
capacity  or  another,  at  the  neighbouring  Collieries. 

There  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for  workers  of  all 
kinds,  and  wages  have  maintained  a  high  level.  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  distress,  and  the  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  granted  has 
been  very  small. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  following  are  the  chief  statistics  for  the  year  1920: — 


Births  Begistered — Males 

28 

,,  ,,  Females... 

29 

Total 

57 

Number  of  illegitimate  births 

0  •  • 

3 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  persons  ... 

•  0  • 

25:2 

,,  ,,  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

•  »  • 

25.4 

Deaths  Registered  in  the  District 

•  •  • 

15.0 

,,  ,,  outside  the  District 

0  0  0 

5.0 

Deaths  Registered— Males 

9 

,,  ,,  Females  ... 

11 

Total  20 

,,  ,,  over  70  years  of  age 

000 

6 

,,  ,,  Infants  under  1  year 

... 

2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  persons... 

8.9 

,,  ,,  England  and  Wales 

... 

12.4 

,,  per  1,000  births  children  under 


one  year...  ...  ...  . 35.1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  children  under 

one  year,  England  and  Wales  ...  80.0 

Natural  increase  in  population  ...  ...  37 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  defined  causes  ...  .  .  ...  ...  n 
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It  is  noteworthy  that  out  of  five  cases  of  pneumonia 
reported,  two  proved  fatal,  accentuating  the  very  dangerous 
nature  of  this  disease.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  ©S  the  District 
WATER. 

Water  is  obtained,  as  of  old,  from  shallow  wells  and  rain 
water  tubs.  It  is  as  unsatisfactory  as  ever.  One  or  two 
schemes  are  at  present  being  considered,  and  if  any  one 
matures,  we  hope  a  fair  supply  of  good  water  will  be  available 
throughout  the  district. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

No  extensions  or  improvements  have  been  made  during 
the  year,  and  some  are  wanted  badly.  Owing  to  the  very  wet 
season,  the  defects  were  not  quite  so  noticeable  as  in  previous 
years.  The  constant  rains  kept  the  sewage  from  stagnation, 
flushing  the  pipes,  and  keeping  things  fairly  decent. 

CLOSET  ACCOMODATION. 

The  number  of  privies  and  water  closets  remains  as  last 
year,  little  or  no  alteration  having  been  made. 

The  condition  of  some  of  the  privies  is  absolutely 
indecent.  In  certain  parts  there  are  too  few  for  the  people 
using  them,  and  many  are  in  a  shocking  state  of  repair, 

SCAVENGING.  • 

This  has  been  carried  out  by  contract  as  in  previous  years. 
The  work  has  been  done  fairly  well.  Most  of  the  complaints 
come  from  places  where  the  ashpits  are  most  inaccessible  or 
where  the  people  themselves  have  obstructed  the  systematic 
carrying  on  of  the  work.  The  cost  of  this  service  has  very 
considerably  increased  since  first  started  seven  years  ago ;  but 
a  comparison  with  statistics  shows  how  greatly  the  district  has 
benefitted.  Since  then,  not  only  have  certain  infectious 
diseases  disappeared  or  their  prevalence  decreased,  but  the 
surroundings  of  the  houses  are  more  wholesome  and  pleasant. 
The  Infantile  Death  Bate  alone  has  descended  from  156.3  in 
in  1912  to  35.1  in  1920. 
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SCHOOLS. 

These  have  been  visited  on  numerous  occasions,  especially 
at  the  time  of  the  epidemics  which  occurred  in  April,  May,  and 
September.  Almost  daily  visits  were  then  made  in  order  to 
keep  in  close  touch  with  likely  cases,  and  prevent  further 
infection. 

All  the  Schools  were  closed  for  three  weeks  during  May 
on  account  of  Mumps  and  Influenza.  The  Infant  department 
was  closed  for  four  weeks  in  September  during  the  Measles 
Epidemic.  During  this  latter  period  we  managed  to  keep  the 
mixed  department  open,  owing  to  an  arrangement  with  the 
headmaster,  who  kindly  consented  to  keep  all  children  from 
infected  houses  in  a  class  to  themselves.  The  arrangement 
work  pretty  well,  and  the  school  attendance  was  thereby 
maintained  at  a  fairly  high  level 

The  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  Mixed  Schools  are  not 
very  satisfactory,  and  I  have  had  constant  complaints  respecting 
them.  The  chief  difficulty  seems  to  he  with  the  pan  closets. 
At  present  it  is  impossible  for  the  scavenging  contractor  to  get 
his  cart  near  the  closets,  and  he  has  to  carry  the  buckets  a 
very  considerable  distance,  with  the  result  that  they  are  often 
neglected. 

The  pan  closet  system  is  a  hopeless  one  unless  attended 
to  daily.  This  is  more  particularly  so  when  associated  with  a 
large  school.  I  strongly  advise  that  some  slight  structural 
alteration  be  made  to  enable  the  carts  to  get  right  up  to  the 
closet. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Puerperal  Fever 
Pneumonia  . . . 
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1 

5 
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In  addition  to  these  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Mumps 
during  April  and  May,  and  a  further  epidemic  of  Measles  during 
September.  This  latter  affected  the  younger  children  mostly. 
There  were  many  cases  of  Influenza  amongst  the  children  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  during  August  many  adults  were 
affected  by  the  Gastric  form  of  this  disease.  Only  one  case  of 
Whooping  Cough  came  under  my  notice  during  the  year. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  proved 
fatal,  as  did  also  two  of  the  five  cases  of  Pneumonia.  Both 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital.  One  returned 
infected  with  Diphtheria,  and  as  the  relations  objected  to  its 
return  to  Hospital,  it  was  nursed  at  home  quite  satisfactory, 
all  the  necessary  precautions  being  taken. 

No  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  reported,  although  I  believe 
a  few  cases  were  treated  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at 
Doncaster.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  want  of  co-operation 
between  these  dispensaries,  and  the  patients  own  doctor,  which 
appears  detrimental  to  the  patients  concerned.  I  feel  sure 
great  advantage  would  result  to  all  concerned  if  some  system 
of  closer  communication  were  established  between  the 
Tuberclosis  Officer,  and  the  general  practitioner. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  Countv  Council,  and  have  worked  most 
satisfactory. 

The  advantages  offered  have  been  willingly  grasped  by 
those  patients  who  needed  such  treatment. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  staff  comprises  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certain  infectious  diseases  are  usually  sent  to  the  Conisbro’ 
Isolation  Hospital  for  isolation  and  treatment. 

All  bacteriological  work  and  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  Staff,  and  their  services  have  been  sought  on 
many  occasions.  Their  assistance  in  this  matter  has  been 
greatly  appreciated. 
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MATERNITY  AMD  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  work  is  conducted  by  the  local  Nursing  Association 
under  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  The  duties  have  been 
carried  out  carefully,  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 
During  the  year  18  pre-natal  visits,  30  first  visits,  and  520  re¬ 
visits  were  made  by  the  nurse. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of 
the  work  done  by  the  District  Nursing  Assocation.  The  services 
of  the  nurse  have  been  in  great  demand,  not  only  at  the  time 
of  confinement,  but  on  many  other  occasions  where  skilled 
nursing  was  required. 

HOUSING. 

The  general  condition  of  the  houses  for  the  working  classes 
is  poor.  Many  are  damp,  and  most  of  them  badly  lighted  and 
ventilated.  The  yards  and  outbuildings  are  generally 
dilapidated.  There  is  some  over-crowding,  many  houses  con¬ 
taining  two  or  three  families,  owing  chiefly  to  young  married 
couples  having  to  live  at  home,  or  in  lodgings.  There  is  a  great 
demand  for  houses,  which  up  to  the  present  shows  no  signs  of 
abatement.  Rents  are  high.  During  1920  no  new  houses  for 
the  working  classes  were  built,  but  two  schemes  were  under 
constant  consideration  by  the  Council,  and  some  houses  will  be 
ready  for  occupation  during  1921. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  material  in  the 
building  trade,  it  has  been  impossible  to  enforce  improvements 
and  repairs,  which  were  necessary  to  much  house  property. 
No  doubt  the  condition  of  things,  in  this  respect,  will  very 
shortly  improve.  Two  new  houses,  other  than  working  class, 
have  been  built  during  the  year. 

) i ( j  nifino!  I  l<  ;  .  iii't(  j  Ij-'.iiL  d/i  ed*  cv.-gutc *n i „  •,  {■> • 

I  have  the  honour,  Gentlemen,  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  A.  CALEY, 

'  '  '  .  /  ,  |  » j  »  |  <  .  |  <  \  (. ;  .  (  i  \  / 

M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  ENG., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Presented  29th  April,  1921. 


Tickhiil  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
Year  Ending  51st  December,  1920* 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
TICKHILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  and  remarks  thereon,  for 
the  year  ending  1920. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  375  inspections  and  have 
received  12  complaints  nearly  all  of  which  have  received 
immediate  attention. 

The  general  sanitary  work  of  the  district  has  been  carried 
out  in  as  thorough  a  manner  as  the  condition  of  things  allowed. 

There  are  many  vital  improvements  necessary  for  the 
benefit  of  the  district  generally. 

Firstly,  a  water  scheme  is  urgently  needed.  This  would 
no  doubt  relieve  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  privies,  and 
in  many  cases  they  are  in  such  a  cramped  condition,  and  so 
adjacent  to  the  Scullery  and  Pantry,  that  conversion,  could  not 
be  economically  carried  out. 
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Secondly  in  the  near  future  the  district  will  be  saddled 
with  a  drainage  scheme,  with  proper  outfall  works.  The  present 
outfall  is  far  from  satisfactory.  At  the  present  time  a  portion 
of  the  town  is  drained  by  a  shallow  horse  shoe  drain  which  is 
often  breaking  in.  The  gulleys  attached  to  this  in  many  cases 
are  of  old  brick  type,  some  of  which  require  renewing. 

A  portion  of  the  town  is  without  a  drainage  system,  and 
the  sewer  runs  in  an  open  dyke.  This  could  be  easily  remedied 
if  small  portions  were  carried  out  each  year. 

Improvement  regarding  sanitary  accomodation  is  needed 
in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

Thirdly  the  Scavenging  will  always  be  a  source  of  trouble 
whilst  carried  out  by  a  Contractor.  The  present  system  re¬ 
quires  much  supervision  and  I  would  advocate  the  Council 
doing  their  own  Scavenging.  This  would  probably  mean  more 
outlay,  but  the  work  would  ultimately  be  carried  out  more 
efficiently. 

The  Westgate  Housing  Scheme  is  making  good  progress 
and  approval  has  been  given  to  the  Pinfold  Lane  Scheme  and 
the  Council  are  giving  this  Scheme  considerable  thought  before 
proceeding. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


12,  Newcastle  Avenue, 
Worksop. 


J.  HASLAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


19th  April,  1921. 


( 


